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 Online Behavior Jeopardizing College 
Plans 

Admissions officers checking social-networking sites for red flags 

By ROBIN L. FLANIGAN, Education Week (December 14, 20111) 

 

Stellar transcripts aside, students now have to worry about an increasing 
number of colleges peering at their social-networking pages online—and 
potentially denying their applications because of what they find there. 

 

The number of college-admissions officials using Facebook and other   
social-networking sites to learn more about applicants quadrupled over 
the past year, according to New York City-based Kaplan Test Prep, the 
test preparation division of Kaplan Inc. 

 

In the company's 2011 survey of admissions officers from the top 500   
colleges and universities, 24 percent said they have viewed publicly    
available pages to get a clearer picture of an applicant, while 20 percent 
turned to Google. Twelve percent reported that their discoveries,            
including photos showing underage drinking, vulgarities in blogs, and 
plagiarism in essays, negatively affected the chance of admission. 

 

Educators, mostly at the high school level, use assemblies, classroom   
discussions, and guidance sessions to warn students about such            
consequences. But even educators who say they continuously hammer 
home the golden rule—in essence, that students should never post         
anything online they wouldn't want their parents to see—are finding it 
hard to get through to a generation raised on social media. 

 

"The disconnect happens because of their age and level of maturity," said 
Franklin N. Caesar, the principal of the 1,875-student Central Islip Senior 
High School in Central Islip, N.Y. "We're constantly dealing with students 
who are inappropriate in what they say online." 

Full article available at: http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2011/12/08/14collegeadmit.h31.html?

qs=online+behavior 
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SAT Dates for 2011-12 

Dates 
Registration 

Deadline 

March 10, 

2012 

February 10, 

2012 

May 5, 2012 April 6, 2012 

June 2, 2012 May 8, 2012 

ACT Dates for 2011-12 

Date 
Registration 

Deadline 

February 11, 

2012 

January 13, 

2012 

April 14, 2012 March 9, 2012 

June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012 



 

How to Complete the 

FAFSA 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) is the financial aid application form 

that your child must use to apply for federal 

and state student grants, work-study, and 

loans. Although it may seem complex, there are many 

free resources to help you and your child navigate the 

application   process. 

Where to Find the FAFSA 

The FAFSA comes in two versions — electronic and 

paper. The  electronic version is available online 

at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  If you need a paper copy, call 

800-4-FED-AID (433-3243). 

FAFSA on the Web 

You or your child can complete, submit and track an 

application online. This is the easiest way to apply for 

federal aid. The online  program even checks the     

entered data before it is transmitted to the processing 

center, so there's less chance of making an error. Filing 

the FAFSA online can reduce processing time by one 

to two weeks. 

Before You Apply 

Complete Your Income Tax Returns 

You and (if required) your child should  complete your 

income tax returns before filling out the FAFSA —      

a lot of the information  requested is the same.      

However, you do not have to file your income tax    

returns with the IRS before you fill out the FAFSA.   

Get a PIN 

You or your child (or each of you) can obtain a U.S. 

Department of Education personal identification     

number (PIN) by filling out the brief application at 

www.pin.ed.gov. You can get your PIN immediately 

by e-mail or have it mailed to you. You can still use 

FAFSA on the Web without a PIN; you just have to 

print out and mail in a signature page. 

Completing the Application 

Here are some reminders and resources to help 

you and your child complete the FAFSA. 

 January 1 is the first day your child can file 

the FAFSA. It’s best to file as close to this date as 

possible; college, state and private aid  deadlines 

may be much earlier than federal deadlines. You 

and your child should pay attention to               

colleges' priority financial aid deadlines. 

If you or your child has questions about any part of the 

FAFSA application, go to the government website 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/

completing_fafsa/index.html 

 It has a detailed, question-by-question guide to filling 

out the FAFSA.  

Many colleges also require your child to submit           

additional financial aid forms, such as the CSS/Financial 

Aid PROFILE® or their own forms. 

What Happens After You Apply 

Once you or your child submit the FAFSA, your         

family’s financial information is analyzed using the    

federal need formula. 

The Student Aid Report (SAR) 

This form contains the data you or your child  entered on 

the FAFSA. The Department of  Education sends it to 

your child either by e-mail (three to five days) or postal 

mail (two to three weeks). Review the SAR carefully for 

errors (the form highlights items that may need           

attention) and follow directions for making and                

submitting corrections. Submit corrections promptly to 

avoid long delays in processing your application. Make 

sure to keep a copy of the SAR for your records. 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

At the upper right of the front page of the SAR, you'll 

find a figure called the Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC). The EFC is a preliminary estimate of the amount 

your family can  contribute to college costs. The EFC is 

sent   electronically to your state scholarship agency, as 

well as to the colleges your child listed on the FAFSA. 

State agencies and colleges use the EFC to determine the 

size of your child’s aid award.  

Article source: www.collegeboard.com 

http://www.pin.ed.gov


  
 

 

 

                  Top Ten Rules for Selecting a  

                  College or University 

 

1. Never make your final college selection without visiting at least your top two or three choices. No matter 

how well you think you know a college or university, you can learn a lot (good or bad) by spending a few 

hours on campus, including whether or not the college feels like a good "fit" for you. Having family    

members accompany you on college visits is a great idea because it gives you extra "eyes and ears" and 

people with whom you can discuss your impressions.   

2. There are no exceptions to rule #1.   

3. A college is not necessarily right for you because its name is familiar. That might seem pretty obvious, but 

you wouldn't believe how many students equate educational quality with name recognition.   

4. Investigate at least three or four colleges you know little or nothing about but offer the field(s) of study of 

interest to you, are appropriately selective for a students with your grades and SAT or ACT scores, and 

are located in geographic areas attractive to you. You have nothing to lose and you might make a great 

discovery. A little research and an open mind can greatly increase the odds that you make a good college 

choice.   

5. There are very few worse reasons to select a college than because your friends are going there. Choosing 

a college because your girlfriend or boyfriend is headed there is one of them. In fact, if there is a worse 

reason to choose a college, it escapes us.   

6. Investigate, investigate, investigate, and be sure to separate reality from (often baseless) opinions. Lots of 

folks will refer to a college as "good", "hard to get into", "a party school", "too expensive", etc. without really 

knowing the facts. Don't accept these kinds of generalizations without evidence.   

7. Do not rule out colleges early because of cost. Many colleges offer scholarships, financial aid, and tuition 

installment plans that make them far more affordable than they may first appear. You can't/won't know 

how much it will cost to attend a college until the very end of the process.   

8. Deadlines, whether for college applications, SAT or ACT registration, financial aid, scholarships, campus 

housing, etc. are not suggestions. Miss a deadline and you may find yourself in deep you-know-what. 

Write down on a calendar and adhere strictly to all deadlines.   

9. Don't be afraid to apply to a few "reach schools". You might be pleasantly surprised by the results if you 

are not entirely unrealistic. Then, apply to at least three colleges you like which are highly likely to admit 

you. Remember, choose these three colleges very carefully as they are the places where you are mostly 

likely to wind up. Finally, choose at least two "safety" colleges. Colleges to which you are virtually certain 

you will be admitted. Choosing "safety" schools they don't really like is a mistake many students make. If 

you take the time to choose safety schools you would be happy to attend, you'll eliminate all the anxiety 

some students experience in the college application and admissions process.   

10. When it is time to make your final choice, discuss your options with your family, your counselor (if you 

have one), and others who know you well and whose judgment you value. If you have a tough time   

choosing among two or more colleges or universities it is probably because you have done a good job 

putting together your list and you will be happy at whichever institution you choose. Once you make your 

choice, don't agonize over it. If you have followed these rules there is an excellent chance your final      

college choice will be a good one. 

 
Article Source: www.college-scholarships.com 
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Information for Military Families: 
 

The link below is to the Veterans Administration GI Bill.  For students whose parents 

have served in the military (Active, Reservist, or National Guard)9/11/01, they may be 

eligible for Education     benefits.  If the parent is still active or still in a reserve status, 

they may be able to transfer their benefits to an immediate family member. 

http://www.gibill.va.gov/GI_Bill_Info/CH33/Post-911.htm 

  

This link provides specific information on the transfer of benefits. 

http://www.gibill.va.gov/documents/Post-911_Transferability.pdf 

 

AMVETS Scholarships: www.amvets.org/programs/programs_scholarships.html 

Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation: www.mcsf.org 

Military.com Scholarship Finder: www.military.com/Education/ 

Military College Help: www.todaysmilitary.com/benefits/tuition-support 

Scholarships for Military Children: www.militaryscholar.org 

Free Scholarship Searches & Resources  
College Answer: www.collegeanswer.com 

CollegeNet Mach 25: www.collegenet.com/mach25/ 

FastWeb.com: www.fastweb.com 

NCAA Scholarships and Internships: www.ncaa.org 

Sallie Mae Fund Scholarships: www.thesalliemaefund.org 

Scholarship Experts: www.scholarshipexperts.com 

Scholarship Hunter: www.scholarshiphunter.com 

Scholarships.com: www.scholarships.com 

Zinch College Searches and scholarships: www.zinch.com 

 Resources for Minority Students: 
·  American Indian College Fund:  

www.collegefund.org 

·  American Indian Education Foundation:  

www.nrcprograms.org 

·  Association on American Indian Affairs:  

www.indian-affairs.org 

·  Financial Aid for Native American Students:  
www.finaid.org/otheraid/natamind.phtml 

·  Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities' Scholarships:  

www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships_EN.asp 

·  Hispanic College Fund:  

www.hispanicfund.org/scholarships/ 

·  Hispanic Scholarship Fund:  

www.hsf.net/Scholarships.aspx 

·  Jackie Robinson Scholarship:  
www.jackierobinson.org/apply/index.php 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People:  
www.naacp.org/youth/scholarships/index.htm 



 

 

 

 

The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry is pleased to present the Lowcountry Scholarship      

Directory website.    http://www.cf-lowcountry.org/home 

This website includes summaries of more than 75 scholarships, the majority of which are local and    

regional. They have also included summaries of state scholarship programs and several national and 

military scholarships. All together, these scholarship awards amount to more than $500,000.               

Additionally, the website includes information on seeking financial aid, financial work sheets, and 

check lists to help students in their search for college scholarships.   .   

 Technical College of the LowCountry Scholarship Foundation 

The foundation establishes private sector support to enhance TCL’s teaching and educational       

capabilities in ways not made available through state or county               

appropriations and provides scholarships to deserving and qualified      

students. TCL has awarded 1.7 million dollars in scholarship funds since 

its founding in 1983.   Lowcountry donors have made significant            

contributions to the Foundation scholarship funds allowing talented       

individuals to obtain the education and training needed for new and         

            better jobs. 

For information on how to apply visit: www.tcl.edu/foundation 

The following dates are critical in applying for scholarships and          

financial aid: 

January 1 - Begin applying for Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid Programs (FAFSA). Available at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

March 1 - Deadline to apply for USCB Scholarships. A FAFSA must be 

submitted prior to this date to be considered for USCB scholarships. 

Mid-April - The USCB Financial Aid Office priority deadline for FAFSA applications. Some 

need-based financial aid programs with limited funding are awarded on a first-come,       

first-served basis. Meeting this deadline ensures consideration for the maximum financial 

aid package for which a student is eligible. 

 

For more information about how to apply for scholarships and financial aid at USCB, please contact 

the Financial Aid office at 843-521-3104 or visit http://www.uscb.edu/admissions/tuition_financial

-aid/financial-aid-scholarships.php 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

